Influence of estrogen levels on anticholinergic activity of tricyclic antidepressives.
Anticholinergic activity of a number of tricyclic antidepressives and nomifensine was demonstrated and their order of affinity for the cholinergic receptors of rat jejunum was determined. The influence of ethinyl estradiol and a conjugated estrogen product, Premarin on the binding of several tricyclic antidepressives to the hepatic mixed function oxidase system was investigated. The influence of these steroids on the metabolism of the antidepressives was evaluated and ethinyl estradiol was shown to have a marked influence on the metabolism of the antidepressives studied, while conjugated estrogens were shown to have little effect.